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PREMIER — VISIT TO CHINA 
Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [2.02 pm]: Between 7 and 12 April, I visited China as part of the 
Prime Minister’s “Australia—Open for Business” visit to China, which included almost all Australian Premiers 
and Chief Ministers and a high-level business delegation of more than 500 Australian corporates. I congratulate 
the Prime Minister on his initiative. It was pleasing to note how well he was received. 

Separate from the Prime Minister’s program, I was able to schedule a number of key meetings in Shanghai and 
in the Zhejiang and Jiangsu provinces. In Shanghai I met with Mr Wu Puingai, the chairman of the Zhongfu 
Group—the parent company of Kimberley Agriculture Investments—to discuss the progress of the second stage 
of the Ord River project. KAI is making solid progress and has plans to expand into other agricultural areas and 
to further increase local employment. In Shanghai I met with Mr He Wenbo, the president of Baosteel, whom I 
met with in October last year. We discussed Baosteel’s plans to take the lead on the Anketell project and I 
outlined recent actions by the state to ensure that the port site was properly ready with the settlement of native 
title. Baosteel is a longstanding and valued investor in Western Australia, and its continued interest in Anketell is 
very welcome. 

During my visit to Hangzhou, the capital of Zhejiang, I followed up on my 2013 visit and again met with the 
Governor of Zhejiang, Li Qiang. Governor Li expressed Zhejiang’s strong interest in food security and in 
Western Australia as a reliable source of quality agricultural products. Live cattle exports were a key feature of 
these discussions. During my visit to China, the Minister for Agriculture and Food, Hon Ken Baston, witnessed 
the signing in Perth of a number of memoranda of understanding on live cattle trial shipments between Western 
Australian industry and Zhejiang companies. These MOUs are a clear sign that Western Australia and Zhejiang 
will continue to work to expand their relationship. 

For the first time I visited Nanjing, the capital of the Jiangsu province and Perth’s sister city. Jiangsu welcomed 
us with open arms and I met with Mr Luo Zhijun, the party secretary of the Jiangsu province. The Vice Governor 
of Jiangsu, Mr Fu Ziying, also hosted a lunch that included representatives from Jiangsu companies, including 
the Shenghong Group, which is in the business of methanol production; the Shagang Group, which is in the 
business of iron ore; and, the Yurun Group, which is in the business of agriculture. Following these discussions, 
I asked the Office of Science to follow up with Jiangsu to explore the possibility of collaboration on the potential 
for pharmaceutical development based on Western Australia’s unique flora and marine environment. 

The Prime Minister invited state Premiers and Chief Ministers to participate in a meeting with Mr Yang Xiong, 
the Mayor of Shanghai. Last year I met with Vice Mayor, Zhou Bo. The meeting with the Shanghai mayor 
further highlighted Shanghai’s strong interest in the supply of liquefied natural gas from Australia. After 
Shanghai, the Prime Minister, Premiers and Chief Ministers visited Beijing. This visit was brief, but not without 
significance. We were introduced to and had dinner with His Excellency Xi Jinping, the President of the 
People’s Republic of China. The President spoke about China’s first LNG from Western Australia in 2002, and 
was aware of the contribution of Western Australia’s iron ore exports to the modernisation of China’s 
infrastructure. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Time! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: With your indulgence, Mr Speaker, I have one paragraph to go. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: China is important. 
Finally, in a private bilateral meeting, I met with Chang Zhenming, the chairman of CITIC Group, who spoke at 
length about the CITIC Pacific Sino iron project in the Pilbara. Contrary to the negativity we often hear, CITIC 
remains optimistic about the future use of Western Australian magnetite ore in China. It was encouraging to hear 
that China needs to increase its use of magnetite concentrate from around nine million tonnes to 50 million 
tonnes a year to meet the growing demand from specialty steel mills, and to be advised that CITIC will now be 
taking the lead on behalf of Chinese interests in the Oakajee project. 
I table a copy of the statement, along with my itinerary in China. 

[See paper 1615.] 
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